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Duty to Co-operate Submission – Chalfont Heights Road 
Committee 
 
SLOUGH 
 
At what stage did Slough Borough Council approach Chiltern and South 
Bucks with a request to accommodate their unmet housing needs? What 
process did the Councils follow in response to this request?  
 
This is a question that Slough Borough Council and Chiltern and South Bucks 
Councils should answer as they controlled and managed the process. 
 
What is the scale of Slough’s housing need and what evidence is there to 
demonstrate that this cannot be provided within the Borough, having particular 
regard to the availability of sites and the capacity of existing urban areas?  
 
This is a question for Slough Borough Council to answer 
 
What is the purpose of the Wider Area Growth Study Part 2? If the Study 
intends to identify unmet needs, and consider where such needs can be met, 
what implications will this have on the submitted Plan?  
 
Peter Brett Associates ‘Wider Area Growth Study’ (dated June 2019) is 
intended to support future plan making and Duty to Cooperate work between 
the Authorities.  It is a study jointly commissioned by Slough, Windsor & 
Maidenhead and Chiltern and South Bucks councils. 

Part 1 of this study recommends that an option for the councils would be to  
 
‘to expand the boundaries of the areas through new infrastructure’.  

‘Such infrastructure issues, together with other supply constraints, will be 
addressed in the second stage of the Wider Area Growth Study. This 
assessment will be wide ranging and take account of other changes that 
impact on the administrative landscape in which future decisions will be taken. 
For example, a new Unitary Council for Buckinghamshire will be in place by 
April 2020, with the intention of moving towards a single Bucks-wide Plan. 
This will build on and enhance the existing collaboration between the four 
Districts and County Council in establishing a common evidence base for 
Bucks as well as considering future growth on a Bucks-wide basis’. 

It would seem that the Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan is somewhat 
premature in that it has been published prior to this piece of work being 
undertaken and prior to the establishment of the new Unitary Council that will 
be moving towards a Bucks wide plan considering growth on a Bucks wide 
basis.  
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Have the Councils prepared statements of common ground with neighbouring 
authorities documenting the cross-boundary matters being addressed and 
progress in cooperating to address these? Have they been made publically 
available throughout the plan-making process as required by paragraph 27 of 
the Framework?  
 
Chiltern and South Bucks do not have an agreed Statement of Common 
Ground with Slough Borough Council: 
 

Cl 5.95  Taking all of this into account, it is considered that the Plan 
has failed the test of soundness in that it has not been based on 
effective joint working to consider the cross boundary strategic matter 
of meeting Slough’s unmet housing needs. This issue has been 
unnecessarily deferred rather than being dealt with in the Plan. There 
isn’t currently a Statement of Common Ground but it is hoped that this 
can be remedied before the Local Plan is submitted to the Secretary of 
State. Slough Borough Council Planning Committee 3rd July 219 

Neither are there agreed Statements of Common Ground with Hillingdon and 
the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead. 
 


