
Examination of the Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan 

Matter 1, Issue 1 - Duty to Cooperate, Submission of Written Representations 

Written Statement by Aylesbury Vale District Council 

Response to:  

Have the Councils prepared statements of common ground with neighbouring 
authorities documenting the cross-boundary matters being addressed and progress 
in cooperating to address these? Have they been made publically available 
throughout the plan-making process as required by paragraph 27 of the Framework? 

Aylesbury Vale District Council (AVDC) and Chiltern / South Bucks Councils have not 
entered into a Statement of Common Ground (SoCG). However, prior to the requirement for 
SoCG being introduced in the NPPF 2018, Aylesbury Vale District Council and Chiltern / 
South Bucks Councils had already entered drawn up a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) jointly with Wycombe District Council and the Buckinghamshire LEP and a specific 
MoU between Aylesbury Vale District Council and Chiltern / South Bucks Councils. These 
broadly conform to the requirements for Statements of Common Ground as follows: 

• They are a concise written record of agreements on a range of cross boundary key 
strategic matters 

• They specifically address housing requirements and the distribution of need 
• The more general MoU has been formally signed by a range of partners 
• That broader MoU was arrived by discussions between a range of partners over an 

extended period of time which involved Buckinghamshire County Council 

They do not contain a map but it is clear that they cover the administrative areas of the 
district councils involved. Nevertheless it should be noted that neither AVDC or Wycombe 
are bound by the revised NPPF or the associated guidance and both councils had submitted 
their plans in advance of the revised NPPF or the guidance coming into existence. It is also 
the case that both of the respective Local Plan Examinations have found that the councils 
have met the Duty to Cooperate.  

In relation to publicity the MoUs have been available on the AVDC website as part of the 
evidence supporting the local plan since shortly after they were created. As they were not 
subject to the requirement to document their creation there is no record of that process but 
the wider MoU was generated through the Bucks Planning Group which involved both 
members and officers from the respective councils. However, the VALP evidence base does 
include previous versions of the MoUs which reach back to 2016 which demonstrates the 
ongoing nature of the MoUs’ development. The relevant webpage can be seen at 
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/duty-co-operate . Further information can be found in 
the council’s Duty to Co-operate Statement of Compliance (AVDC, February 2018) at 
https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/supporting-documents-duty-co-operate . 

On the basis of the above and the supporting documentation, it is considered that the MoUs 
sufficiently meet the requirements for SOCGs to be considered as a valid agreement on 
cross boundary strategic matters in the circumstances where plan preparation has spanned 
significant changes in requirements relating to cooperation on those strategic matters. 


