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Q2. In determining the housing requirement, has the Local Housing 
Need (‘LHN’) assessment been carried out correctly, and conducted 
using the standard method as required by the Framework and the PPG? 
 
The Local Plan has failed to recognise that, by applying the standard 
methodology, the unconstrained Local Housing need for Chiltern and South 
Bucks is 19,520. This is an important figure which should have been set out 
as the basis for considering how much housing should be built in the plan 
area. 
 

The Housing Needs Assessment for Chiltern and South Bucks prepared by 
ORS in April 2019 and states that “The combined LHN from 2016 to 2036 is 
15,260 homes or 763 homes each year.”  

Table LPb (Homes – Requirement and Supply) states that both the Local 
Housing Need and Local Plan requirement are 15,260. 

None of these are correct. The figure of 15,260 is the cap that can be applied 
to the number of houses that have to be built in Chiltern and South Bucks 
when applying Step 3 of the standard methodology. It is not the unconstrained 
local housing need for Chiltern and South Bucks which should be the starting 
point for deciding what the housing allocation should be. 

Based upon the figures used by ORS it can be seen that the correct figure 
to used is 19,520. The results of carrying out Steps 1 and 2 of the 
standard methodology can be seen on pages 21 and 22 of the Housing 
Needs Assessment produced by ORS in April 2019.  

Paragraph 3.2 shows that at the end of Step 2 the annual housing need 
for Chiltern is 441 dwellings and South Bucks is 535 dwellings. When 
these figures are added together and multiplied by 20 years for the plan 
period 2016-2036 it can be seen that the combined unconstrained Local 



Housing Need for the two districts using the standard methodology is 
19,520.  

 When asked to confirm this, the consultants, Opinion Research Services 
(ORS) provided a statement in which they agreed that the output at stage 
2 of the Government’s standard methodology is 19,520. 

This figure is not referred to in the Plan but should have been used as the 
starting point for calculating the Local Plan requirement. 

It is proposed that 5,750 houses that should be built in Chiltern and South 
Bucks will be exported to Aylesbury. As a result these can be deducted 
from the overall need figure of 19,520 in order to give a residual 
requirement for the amount of housing to be built in South Bucks and 
Chiltern of 13,770 dwellings. 

 The standard methodology for calculating housing needs allows the Local 
Plan requirement to be capped to prevent the amount of housing being 
provided within a Plan area being too much of a step change. The 
combined cap for Chiltern and South Bucks according to the ORS report is 
15,260. Since this is higher than the residual need figure of 13,770 this is 
not relevant and so no further reduction is allowed. 

 Comparing the housing requirement of 13,770 for the Chiltern and South 
Bucks areas with the supply in Table LPb (Requirement and Supply) of 
11,099 homes, it can be seen there is a shortfall of 2,671 houses within 
the Plan area. 

 The Local Plan Table LPb acknowledges that there should be a 10% 
allowance for the potential non delivery of homes identified in the supply. 
If this is taken into account the supply is reduced to 9,989 and the shortfall 
is increased by 1,110 to 3,781. 

It should be noted that all of the figures used in the above calculations are 
derived from the Housing Needs Assessment by ORS. Although this was 
published in April 2019 it did not use the most up to date statistics in 
applying the standard methodology to calculate local housing needs. 

 It used 2018 not 2019 as the “current year” for calculating the household 
projections in Step 1 and did not use the most recent affordability ratios in 
Step 2 which were published by the Government in March 2019. 

 If you use these figures the unconstrained housing need for Chiltern and 
South Bucks increases to 20,880. When the 5,750 houses that are being 
exported to Aylesbury are deducted from this, the requirement is 15,130. 
This is still below the revised cap of 15,340 which means this does not 
apply.  



Therefore the housing requirement to be met in local plan area is 15,130 
and not 11,099. 

 It should be noted that the Housing Needs Assessment produced by GL 
Hearn as part of the Wider Area Growth Study, which has been agreed by 
Chiltern and South Bucks Councils, confirms that the calculation of uncapped 
housing need for South Bucks is 535 as set out above. 

It can conclusively be seen that the Local Housing Needs assessment in the 
Chiltern and South Bucks Plan has not been carried out correctly in 
accordance with the standard methodology. 

	


