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Independent Examination of Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan 
 

 
Inspectors’ Matters, Issues and Questions, Stage 1 

Hearing Statement1 on behalf of Visao Limited 
Matter 2 

 

 

Issue 1 

 

Questions 1-3 

 

1. No comments at this stage. 

 

Question 4 

 

2. The Plan should set out a need figure, for the purpose of clarity.   

 

Question 5 

 

3. The Government’s objective is significantly boosting the supply of homes (NPPF para. 

59).  In order to be consistent with this aim, the housing need figure should be expressed 

as a minimum, net figure.   

 

Question 6 

 

4. The Councils accept, in the Plan itself, that there are high land values and an “extreme” 

affordability gap in Chiltern and South Bucks (para. 5.4.4).  If the Councils wish to address 

this problem, they must seek to allocate more housing.  Indeed, where a plan describes 

affordability problems as “extreme”, this indicates that there are exceptional circumstances 

justifying an approach leading to a higher need figure than that produced by the standard 

methodology (see NPPF para. 60).  In their Responses to the Inspectors’ Initial Questions, 

at 4.9 the Councils quote Slough Borough Council describing Chiltern and South Bucks as 

“already two of the most unaffordable Districts in the Country”.   

                                                           
1 This Hearing Statement is made further to Visao Limited’s comments to the Regulation 19 stage, 

which are not repeated herein.   
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Question 7 

 

5. It appears that the 10% figure is not a figure which relates to the non-delivery of homes 

from the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan.  Instead, it is a 10% buffer applied to the local plan 

requirement figure as a whole.  There is no particular additional 10% figure applied for the 

supply of housings from Aylesbury Vale.  This is a point Visao Limited has addressed in 

relation to Matter 1.   

 

Question 8 

 

6. No comment at this stage. 

 

Issue 2 

 

7. If the Councils do not seek to plan for affordable housing need, then more sites should be 

allocated for market housing so that affordable housing can come forward upon them. 

 

Issue 3 

 

8. No comments at this stage.   

 

ALISTAIR MILLS 

Landmark Chambers 

Tuesday, 25 February 2020 

 


