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Matter 2 – Objectively Assessed Housing and Employment Needs  
 
Issue 1 – Housing Needs  

 
Q1. In response to the Inspectors’ Initial Questions the Councils confirmed that 

the Plan should have a strategic policy which sets out the housing requirement 

and how this need will be met. Is a Main Modification required for effectiveness 

and consistency with paragraph 20 of the Framework? 

 

1. The Chiltern Society considers that a Spatial Strategy is essential to the Plan. It 
needs to set out the overall number of houses proposed and how the distribution 

across the two districts has been determined. It should also set out a hierarchy of 
settlements and clarify that significant housing has been identified through the 
HELAA and is additional to the allocated sites. At present the Plan appears to hide 

the true number of houses proposed for settlements such as Chesham and 
Beaconsfield. The summary table from the HELAA must be include in the Plan. 

 
2. As this is such a fundamental part of the plan, we would expect it to be referred 

back to the Councils and the Spatial Strategy and settlement allocations subject to 

further public consultation. 
 

Q2. In determining the housing requirement, has the Local Housing Need (‘LHN’) 

assessment been carried out correctly, and conducted using the standard method 

as required by the Framework and the PPG?  

 

3. No comments. 
 

Q3. Where plans cover more than one area, the PPG states that it will be for the 

relevant strategic policy-making authority to distribute the total housing 

requirement across the plan area.11 How have the LHN assessments for Chiltern 

and South Bucks been distributed across the plan area? How was this decided?  

 
4. No comments. 

 
Q4. How has the LHN figure been translated into a housing requirement for the 

Plan period? For effectiveness and consistency with paragraph 65 of the 

Framework, should the Plan include a specific policy setting out the housing 

requirement for the whole plan area? 

 

5. There should be a specific policy and housing numbers for each settlement should 

be identified. 
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Q5. The PPG states that the standard method can be used to calculate the 

minimum annual local housing need figure. Should the housing requirement be 

expressed as a minimum, and is it a gross or net figure? 

 

6. No comments. 
 

Q6. The PPG also states that the Government is committed to ensuring that more 

homes are built and supports ambitious authorities who want to plan for growth. 

It confirms that there will be circumstances where it is appropriate to consider 

whether the actual housing need is higher than the standard method indicates. 

Have the Councils considered whether the need for housing is higher in Chiltern 

and South Bucks, having particular regard to issues around affordability? How 

have these considerations informed the plan-making process? 

 

7. No comments. 
 

Q7. What is the justification for including an additional 10% to account for the 

potential non-delivery of homes from the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan? 

 

8. No comments. 
 

Q8. Does the Plan set out a housing requirement for designated neighbourhood 

areas which reflects the overall strategy for the pattern and scale of development 

and any relevant allocations, as required by paragraph 65 of the Framework?  

 

9. An overall strategy and targets for each settlement should be clearly set out. 
 

 

Issue 2 - Affordable Housing Needs  
 

Q1. What is the annual net need for affordable housing? For clarity to decision-

makers, developers and local communities, and consistency with the Framework, 

should the need for affordable housing be set out in a strategic policy?  

 

10. No comments. 
 

Q2. Has the affordable housing need been correctly established, and is it based on 

up-to-date information? How does it compare to the LHN?  

 

11. No comments. 
 
Q3. What is the justification for requiring at least 40% affordable housing on 

qualifying sites? What is this based on, how was it calculated and what 

alternatives were considered?  

 

12. No comments. 
 

Q4. How does this compare to the identified need?  

 
13. No comments. 
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Issue 3 – Employment Needs  

 
Q1. In determining the need for employment land over the plan period, how has 

the Council considered:  

• Employment forecasts and projections (labour demand);  

• Demographic assessments of future needs (labour supply);  

• Past take-up of employment land, for general industrial purposes and 

strategic warehousing; and  

• Consultation with relevant organisations and local business groups?  

 

14. No comments. 
 

Q2. Based on the answers to Question 2, how much additional employment land is 

required over the plan period?  

 
15. No comments. 

 
Q3. Should the Plan set out the requirement for employment land in the same way 

as it does for housing?  

 
16. No comments. 
 

Q4. In planning to deliver 56,000 square metres of economic floorspace is Policy 

SP EP4 justified and positively prepared? How does it relate to the figures in 

paragraph 6.6.7 of the submitted Plan?  

 
17. No comments. 
 

Q5. How does this take into account the availability of employment land elsewhere 

within the functional economic market area?  

 

18. No comments. 

 
 


