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Matter 2 – Objectively Assessed Housing and Employment Needs  
 
Issue 1 – Housing Needs 
	
Q1. In response to the Inspectors’ Initial Questions the Councils confirmed that 
the Plan should have a strategic policy which sets out the housing requirement 
and how this need will be met. Is a Main Modification required for effectiveness 
and consistency with paragraph 20 of the Framework? 
 
Yes, CRCIC is unable to find any strategic policy to help shape the Masterplan for 
Chesham. It has been necessary to rely on assumptions comparing relative 
Town size to total housing need. 
 
There is insufficient consideration of Section 20 of the NPPF making reference 
back to Section 11, footnote 6 re strong reasons to restrict the overall scale of 
development. It cannot be repeated often enough that the Green Belt covers 
some 88% of Chiltern (72% AONB) and 87% of South Bucks, and is part of the 
London Metropolitan Green Belt which extends north into part of Aylesbury Vale 
and west into Wycombe Districts. 
 
Additionally there has been no reflection of the topography of Chesham where 
the town centre is confined within steep Chiltern hillsides. Clearly illustrated on 
pages 10 and 11 of the Stage 2 Chesham Masterplan which has been previously 
submitted.  
 
Such a significant Main Modification should be the subject of Public Consultation, 
particularly bearing in mind the substantial amount of additional information 
provided by the Councils since the Regulation 19 Consultation. 
 
Q3. Where plans cover more than one area, the PPG states that it will be for the 
relevant strategic policy-making authority to distribute the total housing 
requirement across the plan area. How have the LHN assessments for Chiltern 
and South Bucks been distributed across the plan area? How was this decided?  
 
CRCIC has not been able to find any useful advice on the distribution of housing 
requirement. The recently published Settlement Capacity Study is merely a 
summary of sites perceived to be developable, not a distribution strategy. 
  
Q8. Does the Plan set out a housing requirement for designated neighbourhood 
areas which reflects the overall strategy for the pattern and scale of 



development and any relevant allocations, as required by paragraph 65 of the 
Framework?  
 
No housing requirement has ever been identified for Chesham. 
 
Issue 3 – Employment Needs  
 
Q1. In determining the need for employment land over the plan period, how has 
the Council considered:  
• Employment forecasts and projections (labour demand);  
• Demographic assessments of future needs (labour supply);  
• Past take-up of employment land, for general industrial purposes and strategic 
warehousing; and  
• Consultation with relevant organisations and local business groups?  
 
A number of businesses and business groups are associated with Chesham 
Renaissance and they have not been consulted. 
 
	


