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The Independent Examination of the Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan  

Response by High March School to the Inspectors 

January 2020 Matters, Issues and Questions for Stage 1 

 

Respondent ID: 1224643 

 

 
In August 2019 High March School, in Ledborough Lane, Beaconsfield, objected to draft Local Plan Policy 
SP BP9 and the unnecessary inclusion of the A355/Ledborough Lane/Longbottom Lane Roundabout. We 
explained that the Transport Modelling evidence base shows that the Roundabout diverts traffic and 
increases travel time on Ledborough Lane ranging from 400% to 77%. No account has been taken of the 
environmental impact of these traffic increases and the associated detrimental effect on air quality for 
residents and for our School children.  
 
We have provided additional representations below on the ‘Matters, Issues and Questions’ for Stage 1 
which we would ask the Inspectors to take into account: 
 
Matter 1; Issue 2 Sustainability Appraisal: 
Q5. Has there been a material change in circumstances since the latest iteration of the SA? If so, what 
implications does this have on the robustness of the assessment?  
 
Yes; in our opinion, there has been a material change in circumstances. The January 2020 Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan Post-Submission Update, states: “16. This version of the IDP also incorporates ….. comments 
on the publication version of the Local Plan and the submission evidence base for the Local Plan”. There is 
no explanation of how the ‘comments’ have been incorporated and no detailed explanation of the 
changes that have been made. 
 
The reasoned objections of High March clearly have not been taken into account and the Roundabout 
improvement to the junction of A355/Ledborough Lane/Longbottom Lane remains unaltered in the 
January 2020 IDP (page 28 of the IDP Appendices). The only justification for this Roundabout is that it will 
allow traffic to divert from Penn Road via Ledborough Lane to the A355, reducing congestion on Penn 
Road through the centre of Beaconsfield and increasing congestion on Ledborough Lane by 400% to 77%. 
 
The 23rd July 2019 statement on ‘Climate Emergency’ from South Bucks states that the Council would 
(inter alia) use all practical means to reduce any negative impact of Council services on the environment, 
with an aspiration to be carbon neutral by 2030. Unlocking congestion to increase travel is wholly 
inconsistent with this objective. 
 
The proposed A355/Ledborough Lane/Longbottom Lane Roundabout cannot possibly be justified based 
on the above, the transport evidence base is flawed with inconsistent outputs and the proposed 
Roundabout should be removed from draft Policy SP BP9 and the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. 
 
In any event, the Roundabout has no relevance to SP BP9, where 90% of the traffic demand will be 
south/east/west on the A40 and the M40, not north on the A355. 
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In Conclusion 
 
The proposed A355/Ledborough Lane/Longbottom Lane Roundabout is unsustainable and unjustified, 
and the proposed Roundabout should be removed from draft Policy SP BP9 and the Infrastructure Delivery 
Plan. 
 
We would be grateful if the Inspectors would take these further representations into account and we will 
be appearing at the Stage 2 Hearing Sessions to discuss these points further. 
 
 
 
High March School 
February 2020 
 

 


