
From Colette Browne MA FCIM  

 

 

  

Written request to speak a hearing by the inspectorate as a local resident and owner of several 

businesses in the area.  

The issues I would like to speak to the inspector at the hearings about the following:  

Matter 1 – Compliance with the Act and Regulations 

1. Public Consultation – Regulation 18 Stage 1 

Several issues.  

 

Looking at the paperwork and evidence provided by South Bucks and Chiltern to the inspectorate,  the 

consultation was inadequate and not done in keeping with the spirit of the act. The consultation paper 

states in 2016 the population affected was approximately 161,191 however the split is 95,000 in 

Chiltern and 70,000 in South Bucks (which includes Beaconsfield.) 2   

The evidence3 provided says the publication of the South Bucks plan was widespread. As a Fellow of 

the Chartered Institute of Marketing I can offer expert evidence to the contrary. If you drill the figures 

down and seek a strategic element to the propagation of the message it is clear the net was not sought 

adequately widely as Is required. On this basis alone I ask the inspectors find the plan unsound. As a 

majority commuter area, (to London), unless you work for the council, sought advice from the council, 

know a councillor or read the local newspaper, you would not have known about the plan. Indeed 

unless you owned an Apple computer you could not reply to the consultation with a submission 

online! Apple, this is 12% of the population4 of computer owners. Therefore the amount of people 

told and the mechanism to make your views heard were extremely limited and in disproportion to 

the spirit of the regulation. Tweets and Facebook posts ( on the council website) could be a rebuttal, 

however again by the figures provided none of the submissions were as a result of Twitter. Personally 

I do not know of any person who received information or was told of the plan at this stage.   

                                                           
1 What is the role of the wider community in neighbourhood planning? 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2#consulting-on-and-publicising-a-neighbourhood-

plan-or-order 

A qualifying body should be inclusive and open in the preparation of its neighbourhood plan or Order and 

ensure that the wider community: is kept fully informed of what is being proposed, is able to make their views 

known throughout the process, has opportunities to be actively involved in shaping the emerging 

neighbourhood plan or Order, is made aware of how their views have informed the draft neighbourhood plan 

or Order, Paragraph: 047 Reference ID: 41-047-20140306, Revision date: 06 03 2014 

 
2 https://www.chiltern.gov.uk/article/6626/Statistics-Census-information-and-Local-area-profiles 
3 Appendix 1 – copy of submission  
4 In 2018, Apple achieved a global desktop/laptop market share of 9.6% and ranked fourth behind 

Lenovo, HP, and Dell. In the United States, Apple accounts for 12.7% of the PC market. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2#consulting-on-and-publicising-a-neighbourhood-plan-or-order
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2#consulting-on-and-publicising-a-neighbourhood-plan-or-order
https://www.chiltern.gov.uk/article/6626/Statistics-Census-information-and-Local-area-profiles


How were representations made at the Regulation 18 Stage taken into account? They weren’t.  

In 2017 the stage was set. A paper was produced as a result of a poor consultation process with 

resulted in a poor response for a large change of the significant areas, in particular Beaconsfield,  which 

is the most expensive residential and retail area per sq m of the entire plan. This map was produced. 

 

Which shows the largest development area to the East of Beaconsfield as a preferred area. This has 

not changed and remains the preferred area some three years and a further public consultation later 

except the Beaconsfield area development has been expanded to include further areas of East 

Beaconsfield. Interestingly the average5 house price in East Beaconsfield is higher than anywhere else 

at £1.1million.   

The Regulation 19 stage we are told was a public consultation. It was even less widely advertised than 

2016, if the evidence provided is correct.  

What changes had been made taken into account the Regulation 18?  None.  

How did comments from representors after Regulation 18 help shape the preparation of the Plan?  

 

The changes made a result of Regulation 18 consultation. None.  

Regulation 19. There were fewer efforts made to advertise the proposed plan. No leaflets were 

dropped or open proposals shown or  held on the green ( main thoroughfare in Beaconsfield ) or in 

the Town Hall in Beaconsfield.  

                                                           
5 https://www.zoopla.co.uk/house-prices/browse/hp9/?q=HP9%20&search_source=house-prices 

https://www.zoopla.co.uk/house-prices/browse/hp9/?q=HP9%20&search_source=house-prices


The website area providing the Plan Detail was down for two of the six weeks, the online form kept 

dropping and required internet explorer ( 50% of web browsers)  to fill in any forms satisfactorily. The 

deadline was expanded however, unless it was already known to you that the plan was being 

proposed, you would not have been informed. In the same period, 6,120 homes were sold in South 

Bucks and a larger number in Chiltern.  We have to presume that many people were moving in and 

out of the area. Again there is no evidence to support that in the spirit of the regulations these new 

populations or the existing 161,000 were sought out or informed of their future. The Local Plan was 

placed on the Chiltern and South Bucks Council website.6 

The South Bucks and Chiltern ( a new ) council website, or go to your local library were the two main 

mechanisms to knowing about the plan. Otherwise you would not know. This does not meet the test 

of “soundness” of public and stakeholder consultation.  As a minimum I would expect, as an expert 

marketer, for the local residents to be consulted via a leaflet drop in their post-box and many open 

days in the town halls and community centres closest to the development epicentres. This did not 

happen.   For this reason I do not believe the requirements of the 2004 Act and 2012 were met.  

Regulations  18 and 19 were not carried out in the spirit of the regulation. Adequate opportunities 

were not provided for participants to make comments on the Plan. Again I ask that you find the 

preparation and consultation of this plan unsound and reject it in its entirety until a full and correct 

consultation has taken plan which allows for correct resident and business scrutiny. 

The joint Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan is not sound or justified as it does not take into 

consideration a new, composite Plan for Buckinghamshire.     

 

                                                           
6 Copies of the Local Plan and its Sustainability Appraisal report are available to view at the Councils’ Offices 
and public libraries within the districts. The Local Plan and its Sustainability Appraisal report can also be 
inspected at: www.chiltern.gov.uk/planning/localplan or www.southbucks.gov.uk/planning/localplan The Local 
Plan, the proposed changes to the Proposals Maps and the Sustainability Appraisal 
report are out for public consultation from 12 noon on 7 June 2019 to 12 midnight on 23 August 
2019. 
 


