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Independent Examination of the Chiltern and South Bucks 
Local Plan 
 
Matter 1: Compliance with the Act and Regulations 
 
Issue 3: Public Consultation 
 
Question 4: How were representations made at the Regulation 18 Stage 

taken into account?  How did comments from representors help 
shape the preparation of the Plan? 

 
 
Written Submission on Denham Airport on behalf of the owners, 
Bickerton’s Aerodromes Limited 
 
Fully Endorsed and Supported by the General Aviation Awareness 
Council – ID 1222552  

 
1. Denham Airport is a Relevant Airport Operator under the 1986 Airports 

Act and is therefore classified as a ‘Statutory Undertaker’.  In relation to 
public consultation the views of the Airport and Airport owners should 
be given proper consideration by the Local Planning Authority 

 
2. Bickerton’s Aerodromes Limited submitted representations (Rep 3313) 

on the Issues and Options document of the Joint Local Plan in March 
2016.   

 
3. The representations described Denham Airport and set out its 

contribution to the local economy.  They also explained its importance 
in terms of connectivity, business aviation, flying training. 

 
4. The 2016 representations drew attention to the policy protection 

afforded to the Airport by Policy EP17 in the current South Bucks Local 
Plan, originally adopted in 1999, consolidated in 2007 and revised in 
2011.   

 
5. The importance of this policy protection, which resisted development 

which would interfere with the operation of the Airport, was explained in 
detail.  In addition, the growing strength of national policy protection of 
General Aviation (GA) aerodromes was set out in full, to emphasise not 
only the need for a comparable policy to EP17 to be included in the 
new Local Plan but the justification for this to be further strengthened. 

 
6. Suggested wording for a new policy was included in the 

representations. 
 
7. The Airport’s representations were summarised in ‘Summary of 

Responses to Local Plan Initial (Regulation 18) Consultation - Volume 
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4 (Responses Rep 3001 to Rep 4500)’.  However, no response to the 
summary of the Airport’s representations was provided.  In addition, no 
reference was made to Denham Airport in the ‘generic’ responses in 
Volume 1 of this Summary. 

 
8. The Draft Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan 2036 – Publication 

Version makes no reference to Denham Airport. 
 
9. Further representations on behalf of the Airport submitted in July 2019 

explained that while the 2016 submission remained entirely relevant, 
additional operations at the Airport had increased its strategic 
importance and that enhanced emphasis on the protection and support 
for GA as set out in the 2018 NPPF made it even more critical that the 
Airport should be recognised in the Local Plan. 

 
10. Therefore, in respect of Question 4, there is no evidence that the 

Councils have given any consideration to the Regulation 18 Stage 
representations. 

 
11. A further Written Submission is made in respect of Matter 5 Issue 2, to 

demonstrate that the Council’s methodology in identifying all relevant 
‘Enterprising Places’ is flawed as this process should have considered 
not just the scale of operations at Denham Airport but also the nature 
and wider value of such operations. 

 
12. A Written Submission will also be made in connection with 

consideration of Housing Site BP8 in Stage 2 of the Examination.  This 
proposed allocation conflicts with the existing Policy EP17 as 
development of this site ‘would interfere with the safe operation of the 
aerodrome’.   

 
13. There are therefore two separate but linked reasons why the Councils’ 

failure to take account of the representations at the Regulation 18 
Stage render the draft Plan unsound, namely: 

 
a. Denham Airport is an existing business providing a range of 

important GA services and facilities.  Since the 1999 Plan was 
adopted, planning policy protection and the desire and need for 
GA sites to flourish has increased considerably.  All of this is set 
out in detail in Airport’s 2019 representations and is not repeated 
here.  It is clear, therefore that the Airport’s representations in 
2016 and 2019 should have been given proper consideration.  
The Airport should have stronger policy protection than afforded 
by the original policy EP17. 
 

b. In the allocation of housing sites, particularly site BP8, the 
presence of the Airport has not been given adequate 
consideration.  The Airport now benefits from the provisions of 
paragraph 182 of the NPPF, ‘Existing business and facilities 
should not have unreasonable restrictions placed on them as a 
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result of development permitted after they were established.’  
The 2019 representations on behalf of the Airport set out in 
detail why the development of this site would be to the detriment 
of the long-established Airport. 

 
 
14. The Plan is unsound as: 
 

It is not positively prepared – it fails to take account of a strategically 
important site which is inherently an ‘Enterprising Place’. 
 
It is not justified – there is no evidence that the position and role of 
Denham Airport has been considered – either in its own right or in the 
consideration of alternative housing sites. 
 
It is not consistent with national policy – in particular with 
paragraphs 92, 96, 104(f) and 182 of the Framework. 

 


