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Statement of Common Ground 

Between 

Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) 

And  

Chiltern District Council (CDC)  

South Bucks District Council (SBDC) 

 

14 November 2019 

 

1. The Objectives of this Statement of Common Ground  

1.1 Background 

1.2 The duty to cooperate was created in the Localism Act 2011. It places a legal duty on 

local planning authorities, county councils in England and public bodies to engage 

constructively, actively and on an ongoing basis to maximise the effectiveness of 

Local Plan preparation in the context of strategic cross boundary matters. 

1.3 Whilst the duty to cooperate is not a duty to agree, local planning authorities are 

required to make every effort to secure the necessary cooperation on strategic cross 

boundary matters before they submit their Local Plans for examination.  

1.4 Local planning authorities must demonstrate how they have complied with the duty 

at the independent examination of their Local Plans. If a local planning authority 

cannot demonstrate that it has complied with the duty then the Local Plan will not be 

able to proceed further in examination.  

2. Introduction 

2.1 Chiltern and South Bucks are preparing a joint Local Plan – The Chiltern and South 

Bucks Local Plan 2036 - to deliver the most sustainable development solution that 

best meets the needs of both districts.  In order to meet the requirements of the duty 

to cooperate in the course of preparing their Local Plan Chiltern and South Bucks 

District Councils have through the process taken into consideration issues raised by 

Hertfordshire County Council (HCC).  This statement has been prepared to assist in 

the examination of the joint local plan.  HCC made representations to the Regulation 

19 Local Plan in August 2019. 
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2.2 HCC is an adjoining higher tier authority with responsibility for children’s services, 

education and highways and transportation.  Dacorum and Three Rivers are the two 

districts in Hertfordshire with borders directly adjoining Chiltern and South Bucks,  

3. Engagement between CDC/SBDC and HCC  

3.1 Hertfordshire County Council as a neighbouring authority has been fully consulted 

and engaged with at the different stages of the development and progression of the 

Chiltern and South Bucks Local Plan and the supporting documents, including the 

Sustainability Appraisal. 

 

3.2 CDC/SBDC have also engaged with the Hertfordshire districts of Dacorum and  Three 

Rivers to explore and identify any cross border  issues at the district level and with 

which separate  statements of common ground have been agreed. 

3.3 HCC has made representations and provided comments at all stages of statutory 

consultation on the local plan; Comments were made at the following stages 

 Initial  Issues and Options consultation - January 2016 to March 2016 

 Green Belt Preferred Options Consultation (October to December 2016) 

 Regulation 19 Stage June 2019 –  23 August 2019 

3.4 The following key strategic matters raised at the different stages can be identified. 

They have been considered in the formulation of the plan and policies, and can be 

summarised under the following headings below. 

4. Education Infrastructure 

4.1 There is a relationship between towns such as Berkhamsted, Chorleywood, 

Rickmansworth and Tring and neighbouring population centres within 

Buckinghamshire. With pupils moving between areas for school provision, any 

increase in population as a result of development may impact upon existing 

dynamics and put pressure on school places. 

4.2 The most relevant Green Belt releases proposed for housing development that may 

have an impact on school places in Hertfordshire are: 

 Land to the North East of Chesham, Considering that the infrastructure will 

be provided either on-site or through financial contributions, the potential 

development proposed is unlikely to have any significant impact on school 

places in Bovingdon and Berkhamsted 

 Land to the South East of Little Chalfont, It is unlikely that capacity will be 

available at Hertfordshire primary schools for families from this development.   

In terms of secondary school, the schools in Chorleywood and Rickmansworth 
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(the Rickmansworth education planning area) are at capacity and there is 

significant need for additional places in the south-west Hertfordshire area.  

 Land within the Epilepsy Society north-east of Chalfont St Peter, Impact 

on primary school places is not considered likely to be significant.  However it 

is possible that there will be some ‘push-back’ of the current inflow of 

children from Buckinghamshire as local demand for secondary school places 

increases. 

 Land south-east of Chalfont St Peter Impact on primary school places in 

Maple Cross is not considered likely to be significant. 

 

5. Highways and Transport 

 

 The cumulative impact of growth across the South West Herts area and in 

adjoining areas such as Buckinghamshire needs taking into account. 

 As the Local Plans for the South West Herts authorities are under 

development, greater discussion will be needed between South West Herts 

authorities and neighbouring authorities including Chiltern, South Bucks and 

Aylesbury Vale to ensure cumulative impacts are being addressed. 

 Within the area of this plan, the settlements of most interest to Hertfordshire 

from the perspective of potential impact on the Hertfordshire highway 

network are Amersham, Chesham, Little Chalfont and Chalfont St Peter. Parts 

of the network in Hertfordshire most likely to be affected by growth in these 

areas being the A404 (Amersham Road/Rickmansworth Road), A412 (Denham 

Way), A41, M25 junction 20, and M25 junction 18.  

 HCC Transport encourage the LPAs to work with Bucks County Council to 

ensure that any new developments and any associated works on the wider 

highway network look to improve provision for people walking and cycling, 

improve access to bus services and support improved public transport service 

as a priority to encourage sustainable travel choices. 

 

6. Hertfordshire Water Project Partnership 

6.1 Chiltern District is a member of the Hertfordshire Water Project partnership and has 

collaborated with HCC in the production of the emerging Hertfordshire Water Study 

through active consultation and engagement.  The study provides a framework to 

support the local infrastructure planning and facilitates a better-informed approach 

to managing wastewater infrastructure and water resources.  This will help deliver an 

important part of the evidence base for Local Plans in the study catchment in relation 

to drinking water and waste water infrastructure.  

6.2 Arcadis Consulting (UK) were commission by Hertfordshire Council in 2015 to 

undertake a strategic assessment of water infrastructure to provide project partners, 
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including local district councils and the Water Utility Companies, with evidence to 

support planning for growth over the next 35 years.  A draft report was produced in 

March 2017. 

6.3 The primary objectives of the study were to identify how future growth is likely to 

affect water infrastructure systems, what changes are potentially needed to facilitate 

this growth and how could new systems impact the environmental. The secondary 

objective was to identifying a range of options to meet local and strategic 

infrastructure needs, including a wider policy options. 

6.4 The Partnership was developed to underpin consultation and collaboration 

throughout the project, comprising the key local administrative authorities (County 

Council, District Councils, Hertfordshire LEP), the Water Utility Companies (Thames 

Water, Anglian Water and Affinity Water) and the Environment Agency. 

6.5 Chiltern District Council participated in the study as it shares a range of common 

planning issues with Hertfordshire and the majority of the district is served by the 

Maple Lodge Sewerage Treatment Works (STW) catchment. 

6.6 To resolve the fact that the Hertfordshire water study is still emerging CDC/SBDC 

have agreed statements of common ground with the Environment Agency and 

Thames Water to cover water infrastructure matters and the Local Plan. 

7. Strategic Matters Addressed and Covered by this Statement of Common Ground  

7.1 As a result of the consultation and collaboration described above the following 

matters are agreed between CDC/SBDC and HCC 

Agreement: 

 That CDC/SBDC has worked collaboratively with HCC and the two adjacent 

districts to address all cross-boundary strategic matters which have been 

reflected in the joint Local Plan. 

 That both parties agree effective and ongoing joint working will continue in the 

future where relevant and appropriate. 

 That as a result of the consultation undertaken CDC/SBDC in the formulation of 

the Local Plan policies particularly those relating to proposed housing allocations 

close to the boundary with Hertfordshire County Council have taken into account 

the likely impact of the growth on the availability of school places at both the 

primary and secondary school  levels.   The policies contain requirements for 

developer contributions to provide additional facilities, or for increased school 

places.  The estimation of school places required has been agreed in consultation 

and cooperation with Buckinghamshire County Council Local Education Authority 

School places planning team. 
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 That CBC/SBDC will work with HCC, Buckinghamshire County Council, Highways 

England and other LPAs to secure the infrastructure improvements needed to 

address any existing and future forecast transport issues. This would include the 

potential impact on the Hertfordshire highway network, particularly relating to 

the A404 (Amersham Road/Rickmansworth Road), A412 (Denham Way), A41, M25 

junction 20, and M25 junction 18.  

 

 The local transport mitigations are listed in the topic paper on transport 

produced by Buckinghamshire County Council and the Infrastructure Delivery 

Plan which are intended to address issues within and outside Buckinghamshire 

where appropriate.  The masterplanning and transport assessments for the local 

plan proposed sites will also acknowledge potential impact on adjoining areas. 

 

 CBC/SBDC understands the policy approach and the four principles set out in 

Hertfordshire’s Local Transport Plan (HCC’s LTP4) i.e. 1) Integration of land use 

and transport planning, 2) Application and adoption of technology, 3) Cost 

effective delivery and maintenance, 4) Modal shift and encouraging active travel.  

With policies and developments which might have any potential impact on 

neighbouring authorities and/or their surrounding network, CBC/SBDC will 

continue to engage and working closely with relevant authorities (Herts 

authorities in this case) to address any potential effects and impacts and seek to 

mitigate any cross border issues by supporting the principles included in HCC’s 

LTP4 where possible. 

 In relation to water resources and waste water infrastructure, where there are joint 

catchments for the Chesham and Berkhamsted waste water treatment works, the 

parties agree that it is important that they both work together and with the 

Environment Agency and Water companies as part of their Local Plans. For 

example, as part of evidence gathering, master planning stages for site allocations 

and local plan consultations to help facilitate appropriate Water Company 

strategy planning for waste water capacity which fulfils relevant environmental 

regulations and supports the delivery of sustainable development. 

 

 As well as with HCC liaison and collaboration will also take place with Dacorum 

and Three Rivers constituent districts with which separate statements of common 

ground have been signed. 

 

8. Areas of no agreement 

8.1 There was no area where there was no agreement. 

9. Strategic Geography 
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9.1 Chiltern District Council and South Bucks District Council are located in the south of 

the County of Buckinghamshire.  They adjoin several other districts including 

Hertfordshire County Council to the east and its two constituent lower tier district 

authorities of Three Rivers and Dacorum.  The four district Councils have extensive 

Metropolitan Green Belt Land, with large parts being essentially rural, with small 

towns and villages in a beautiful countryside setting, encompassing rolling farmland 

with ancient hedgerows, extensive beech woods and chalk streams which are 

accorded national protection.  

10. Governance Arrangements 

10.1 There should continue to be cooperation and consultation. Therefore, in the light of 

this on-going engagement the decision on this Statement of Common Ground will 

be managed and agreed at officer level.  

10.2 The parties to this agreement are committed to on-going dialogue and joint working 

where appropriate.  Consequently, the parties will keep this SOCG under review and 

update it as and when necessary with changes requiring agreement signed by all the 

parties.  The monitoring process of the SOCG will include consideration of any 

potential consequential effects of other SOCGs which may be entered into by any of 

the parties. 

11. Timetable for review and ongoing cooperation 

11.1 It is important that this SOCG is kept under review and updated to reflect any key 

milestones achieved in relation to the key stages in the preparation and adoption of 

the Local Plans of the signatory parties or any changes in circumstances which the 

parties consider relevant.  

11.2 Potential triggers for review include: –  

 the progress of the Examination in Public (EiP) hearing of the CDC/SBC Local Plan 

2036; 

 any potential future consultation on CDC/SBDC Local Plan Proposed Main 

Modifications; 

 the coming forward of a development proposals or site options in Three Rivers or 

Dacorum council areas;  and 

 the progress made at key stages by Three Rivers and Dacorum in the preparation 

of their respective Local Plan and the proposed South West Herts Joint Strategic 

Plan. 

12. Signatories: 

12.1 Chiltern and South Bucks District Councils 
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12.2 Steve Bambrick, Acting Chief Executive, Chiltern and South Bucks District

Councils 

Signature 

13.1 Hertfordshire County Council 

13.2 Sarah McLaughlin, Head of Growth and Infrastructure, Hertfordshire County Council 

Signature: 




