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Ref: (optional) 

Dear Matthew 

 

Submission of the Chiltern & South Bucks Local Plan 2036 

 

I am writing to submit the Chiltern & South Bucks Local Plan 2036 for an independent examination to be 

conducted under Section 20 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.  This follows the close of 

the consultation on 23 August 2019 during which 2653 individuals and organisations submitted 6316 

comments on the publication version of the Plan. 

 

The two sovereign local authorities, Chiltern District Council and South Bucks District Council, have worked 

in partnership to produce a joint Local Plan covering the 20-year period to 2036.  This Plan is critical to 

delivering the needs of our districts including the supply of new homes (including affordable homes), 

economic development floorspace, new sites for Gypsy and Travellers, the promotion of low carbon 

lifestyles and renewable energy while at the same time protecting and enhancing our natural and built 

environment and biodiversity. 

 

At the current time, neither district can demonstrate a five-year housing land supply.  Our suite of Local 

Plan documents are also quite old, and some policies are not being afforded significant weight by 

Inspectors in their determination of appeals.  Our Members are determined to rectify this, and ensure that 

we plan for the needs of our residents and communities.  Our Members thoroughly believe in the plan-led 

system and consider having an up to date Local Plan to be essential.  Our Plan is a comprehensive local plan 

containing both strategic and non-strategic policies, and has been prepared in line with the latest version of 

the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

 

The joint Local Plan positively provides for meeting our community’s needs, improving quality of life and 

opportunities, and will put in place necessary infrastructure to support development whilst also protecting 

our valued environment and the character of our towns and villages.  The Plan provides policies to ensure 

that the design of new buildings and the layout of new communities will be of high quality, a quality which 

will produce the conservation areas of the future. 

 

The Plan has been prepared in a time of unprecedented growing local needs and consequent development 

pressures and, as such, the Plan has been developed in partnership with all of the Buckinghamshire local 
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planning authorities to review strategic issues including the supply of new homes, infrastructure and 

transport, economic development and Green Belt boundaries. 

 

The Local Plan seeks to maximise meeting development needs within the context of our environmental, 

policy and other constraints such as the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Metropolitan Green 

Belt, Burnham Beeches Special Area of Conservation, Colne Valley Regional Park, areas subject to flood risk, 

and heritage and wildlife assets. 

 

Over the 20-year plan period to 2036, there is a need, derived from the Government’s standard method, to 

provide for some 15,260 new homes.  To deliver this, we need to supply on average 763 net new homes a 

year.  The Councils have sought to maximise the amount of new homes and floorspace for economic 

development which they can provide within the districts, whilst respecting the fact that the area is 

predominantly covered by the Metropolitan Green Belt, areas of very high landscape value and areas of 

national and international biodiversity significance.  The Local Plan delivers a balanced housing strategy, 

with one-third of the housing supply derived from existing completions and commitments, and focusing 

development on our built-up areas and on previously developed land identified in the HELAA.  This is 

supplemented by selected Green Belt releases where sustainable built-up area extensions can be achieved 

without unacceptably harming the purposes or integrity of the Green Belt – this also equates to about one-

third of the housing supply.  There remains an element which cannot be provided for in our districts and, 

through the Duty to Cooperate, our neighbouring district of Aylesbury Vale has agreed to provide for 5,750 

homes of our unmet housing need.  This figure has been incorporated within the Vale of Aylesbury Local 

Plan which is at an advanced stage in its examination. 

 

We intend that our Local Plan will complete an up to date suite of local plans for Buckinghamshire which 

will provide the basis for decision-making to promote and manage growth to assist the new single 

Buckinghamshire Unitary Council which will be established on 1 April 2020.  The new Buckinghamshire 

Council will seek to have a new Local Plan covering the whole of Buckinghamshire in place by April 2025. 

 

The Plan has been prepared in the context of a number of nationally significant infrastructure projects 

taking place in or near to our districts.  These include the Heathrow Airport third runaway and the wider 

implications of the scheme, the Western Rail Link to Heathrow, HS2 and the Oxford to Cambridge 

Expressway. 

 

Development proposals coming forward will need to contribute to meeting local needs such as the 40% 

requirement for affordable homes on qualifying sites, to make the most efficient use of developable land 

and to respond positively to all relevant Plan policies.  We want development, where it occurs, to be of the 

right scale, supported by any necessary infrastructure to meet local needs, to contribute to the overall 

quality of life, to be of high quality, and both respect and enhance the character of our towns, villages and 

environment. 

 

We consider the Plan promotes a low carbon approach as a golden thread throughout the document, which 

paves the way to setting a target to cut greenhouse emissions to Net Zero by 2050.  This includes a number 

of measures which all contribute to reducing carbon emissions - from a 20% renewable energy target to 

promoting a movement hierarchy which promotes walking and cycling before public transport, and then 

private vehicles.  There is a requirement for charging points for electric cars and bicycles and promoting 

landscape schemes which enhance biodiversity, which in turn will assist with climate change mitigation and 

adaption. 
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As suggested earlier, our Plan will deliver around 5,200 new homes (including 2,080 affordable homes) plus 

economic development within a suite of 13 sites which are proposed to be released from the Green Belt.  

The Councils are already working positively with all of the site promoters who are developing masterplans 

and outline planning applications to bring these sites forward.  This will serve to demonstrate that the sites 

are both deliverable and viable.  There will be Planning Performance Agreements in place shortly for all of 

these sites. 

 

Within this context, and with creation of the new Buckinghamshire Council in April 2020, we consider that it 

vitally important to maintain momentum with the preparation of the Plan.  To that end, we would like to 

request that the initial hearing sessions for the public examination be held in December 2019. 

 

I believe our Local Plan has been prepared in accordance with legal and procedural requirements, and is 

sound.  Specifically the Plan has been: 

 

a) Positively prepared – providing a strategy which, as a minimum, seeks to meet the area’s objectively 

assessed needs; and is informed by agreements with other authorities, so that unmet need from 

neighbouring areas is accommodated where it is practical to do so and is consistent with achieving 

sustainable development; 

b) Justified – an appropriate strategy, taking into account the reasonable alternatives, and based on 

proportionate evidence; 

c) Effective – deliverable over the Plan period, and based on effective joint working on cross-boundary 

strategic matters that have been dealt with rather than deferred, as evidenced by the Statement of 

Common Ground; and 

d) Consistent with national policy – enabling the delivery of sustainable development in accordance 

with the policies in the National Planning Policy Framework. 

 

Our Plan complies with national policy and legislation, and is submitted under the 2019 version of the 

NPPF.  The Plan policies were informed by Sustainability Appraisal to ensure that they reflect social, 

environmental, and economic factors.  The Plan been prepared in cooperation with the other local 

authorities and prescribed bodies, and we believe has complied with the Duty to Cooperate.  The Plan has 

been prepared in-line with our Local Development Scheme.  We have consulted in accordance with our 

Statement of Community Involvement and the Plan has been informed and shaped by the comments 

received during the course of its preparation. 

 

In accordance with the provisions of section 20 (7C) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, we 

would ask the Inspector who is appointed to recommend any main modifications which may be necessary 

to make the Plan sound and/or legally compliant.  In this respect, we have not produced a schedule of 

modifications to the published Plan although we will be happy to do so as directed by the Inspector as the 

examination progresses. 

 

We have prepared some topic papers to explain how the evidence which supports the Plan has been used 

in preparing the Plan and how the policy choices made are based on the evidence.  We are submitting 

these as part of the evidence base for the Plan and propose to submit a couple of additional topic papers 

within the next fortnight. 

 

We have appointed Mr Ian Kemp to be the Programme Officer for the examination.  Mr Kemp’s contact 

details as follows: 

 

Mr Ian Kemp  
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PO Box 241  

Droitwich  

Worcestershire  

WR9 1DW 

 

Mobile: 0772 300 9166 

Email: idkemp@icloud.com 

 

 

We look forward to working with the appointed Inspector to ensure that we have a sound, legally compliant 

and up to date local plan for the Chiltern and South Bucks areas. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

 

Steve Bambrick 

Acting Chief Executive 
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